The Glen

The Newsletter of the Calgary Highlanders Regimental Assod

This is the second edi-
tion of the Glen in its
new digital newsletter
format, and it provides
me an opportunity to wish each of you all the
best for 2012, even if somewhat belatedly.

In order to broaden our scope and serve the
entire regimental family, this issue includes a
page from the museum and news from the
Calgary Highlander cadets. The museum page
will become a regular feature while cadet
corps news will be included when we receive
it. There are also two articles of particular
note, one by LCol Vernon describing his recent
experiences in Sierra Leone as part of the In-
ternational Military Advisory and Training
Team, and a second installment of Darrell
Knight's series on the 10th Battalion during
the Great War. For those of you receiving the
Glen electronically, there is also an article by
Canadian military historian Jack Granatstein
on NATO's future.

Thanks to all of you who have given us your
email addresses, the majority of our members
- including the serving soldiers - can now re-
ceive the Glen electronically. This will greatly
reduce printing and mailing costs, something
that's essential if we are to publish more than
once per year. For those of you who have
email but haven't yet given us your address,
its as easy as sending a note to
calghighr.glen@gmail.com
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! §>n a spcif\PRe, Yie Highland Ball will be held
[:] KS L a a 2GaNrdgy %l\@r at the Westin Hotel in
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Denis A. Mascardelli

owntown Calgary. “The tariff is $99.00 per
person. If you wish to attend but didn't for

some reason receive your invitation, contact
the Regimental Secretary at (403) 263-0981 or
regtsecy@telus.net.

Please note on your calendars that the ninety-
seventh anniversary of St. Julien will be formal-
ly remembered on Saturday 21 April. Details
will be sent to you once they've been worked
out, but for now set aside the day and plan to
attend the parade and the Association Annual
General meeting.

Finally, it is time once again to pay your annual

Association dues of $10.00. Donations are also
very welcome and a tax receipt will be issued
for those of $10.00 or more (annual dues are

not tax deductible). Several of you have al-

ready paid your dues; for the rest of us, it's

time to dig out the cheque book. For more in-

formation please see the back page which in-
cludes contact and other information.
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On January 18, 2012, | had the privilege of
formally being appointed the Regimental Ser-
geant Major of the Calgary Highlanders. | ac-
cept this appointment eagerly with substantial
deference to the responsibilities, honours and
traditions that come with it. I know that the
burden of this responsibility will be lightened
with the support of the superior quality offic-
ers, senior NCOG6s and
ment.

| would like to thank the outgoing RSM, CWO
Emmett Kelly for the guidance and mentorship
that he has provided me over the last few
years and to wish him well on his continuing
military career. He leaves the Unit in excellent
condition - one that other Units in the Brigade
and Area use as a yard stick to measure them-
selves against.

In recent years the Unit has conducted collec-
tive training designed in support of the Af-
ghanistan mission. This focus has resulted in
a deficit of personal development and leader-
ship training that is necessary for the soldiers
to progress to their next rank levels. Now that
the Afghanistan mission is winding down, the
focus of the 2011-2012 training year has
therefore changed to individual training and
development, notably the DP2A Infantry Pla-
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ing First Aid, Air Brakes, MSVS Conversion, Driv-
er Instructor, Driver Wheeled and Basic Commu-
nicator. The training year will conclude with two
exercises that will allow the soldiers to practice
their new skills.

Finally, | would like to wish the soldiers currently
deployed in Afghanistan and Sierra Leone all the
best and a prayer foy thejr safe returg home to

S ?hqeircfalmﬁieg gnd %\fed o{njs.lY?)ur a%t?ogs 'and
the skill with which you are doing your job
speaks volumes about the quality of soldiers pro-
duced by the Calgary Highlanders.

Airaghardt
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Operation SCULPTURE
(Sierra Leone)

[/ 2f O6wSGQRO aAlS zSNyz2y

LCol Vernon was CO of the Calgary Highlanders from October 2007 until November 2010. He spent much of
20113 as did CWO Emmett Kell\d in Sierra Leone as part of the British-led International Military Advisory and
Training Team
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The Regiment in Photos

Readers are encouraged to send i n photos from al
may be expanded. Digital images can be sent to calghighr.glen@gmail.com. Prints should be mailed

to The Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association, PO Box 401, Calgary Central, Calgary AB, T2P

2J 1. Prints will be scanned and returned upon r
include information on who/what, when and where.
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From Neuve Chapelle to Ypres
Prelude to Sacrifice
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The Fighting Tenth moved into the Ypres Salient in early April 1915, unaware that they would soon be in-
volved in a battle of incredible ferocity d the Second Battle of Ypres.

After a short month in the Fleurbaix sector, the
Canadian Divisioni and in focus, the 10th
Battalion - was relieved by the British 8th
Division, moving into reserve at Estaires, five
miles behind the front. Here, each Canadian
Battalion was tasked with digging trenches
when not engaged in further training.

On 1 April, Sir Douglas Haig ordered the
Canadians be returned to the Second British
Army, to be placed under the direct command
of Pl umer-tosnedSthCarpst | vy
Through 5, 6 and 7 April, the Canadian
Division moved on foot to Cassel where the
men prepared for future tasking. As if chess-
pieces on a much larger board, the Canadians
would participate in the British relief of the
French Armyoés 9th and 2
situated in the Ypres Salient.

The salient was centred around the ancient
town of Ypres in Belgium (now known as
leper). It was formed after the German army
was forced out of Ypres early in the war (the
1st Battle of Ypres) and took up positions on
the higher ground that surrounds it on the
north, east and south.

Haig agreed to extend his front line by five

miles, to relieve the bulk of the French Army in
this new sector; Pl umer
utilizing the 27 and 28 British Divisions, and

the Canadian Division. Facing the German

Fourth Army, the Canadians were flanked on

their left by the 45th (French) Algerian

Division, the 87th (French) Territorial Division

and the Belgian Army in that order.

Taking several days to perform the change-
over, the French 11th Division was relieved in

the Ypres Salient sector by the Canadian
Division, the handover completed by 17 April.

It must be noted that while British doctrine
mandated that the front line would be held
and fortified, the French method of
operations was a marked departure from
digging in. The French front line was lightly
manned; upon being attacked, those infantry
units at the sharp end quickly retired to the
second line, while supporting artillery
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hammered the German onslaught, the guns There were numerous dugouts, and these so

previously ranged on the vacated front line. filthy that our men coul
This doctrine, albeit fulfilling the notion of The wire in front was useless, very little of
defense-in-depth, could also be viewed as any kind and a lot of that simply smooth trip

lacking in aggressive qualities. wire. It was so meagre that one of the
Correspondingly, a disturbing absence of machine gun sections, when carrying a

trench infrastructure awaited the Canadian bundle of empty sand bags, walked through
Battalions taking over the position, coupled the wire and was on its way to the German

with a water table existing only two feet lines when halted by a German sentry." "

beneath the surface.
Much of the front line and adjoining shell

holes inherited by the Second Brigade i that Much of the front line

being the 5th, 7th, 8th and 10th Battalions i . .

had been used by the French as latrines or for Inherlted by the 1Oth had
hastily burying the dead. been used by the French as
These defences are described in the 10th latrines or for hastily

Battalion War Diary:

burying the dead.

"These trenches were the most remarkable
that we had seen up to this time and nothing
of the kind have been seen since. The

parapet, if such it might be called, varied in Nevertheless, the 10th's CO, LCol R. L. Boyle
height and thickness from none at all to 2 - a veteran of the South African War - was
feet, averaging on the top 12 to 14 inches. optimistic and on 16 April wrote:

"We are now holding a position in the front
line trenches in a very historic locality where
some of the bloodiest fighting of the war has
taken place. | am writing in a 'dug -out' just
in rear of the front line trenches. It certainly
is a hot corner. The artillery on both sides
shells at intervals both night and day.
However, this battalion has earned the
reputation of being able to hold its own, and

| guess that we will be able to live up to it. 2"

By the 22nd of April, the Second Brigade i of
which the 10th Battalion was a part 7 had
secured their section of the Ypres front,
bringing the trenches up to British standard.
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3016 Airdrie Army Cadets Recognized as
oBest Trained Army Cadet

On 12 October 2011 the 3016 Army Cadet Corps, affiliated with the Calgary Highlanders, was
awarded the Army Cadet League Shield recognizing them as the top Army Cadet unit in urban
Alberta. (There is also a rural Alberta award which smaller community corps compete for annually.)

During the last year, the 3016 corps has increased in membership from approximately 25 to 90
cadets, both male and female, ranging in age from 12 to 18.

The Airdrie corps has a pipes and drums band, a biathlon team, a precision drill team and a
marksmanship team. The cadets are also busy at field training exercises on weekends, volunteer
events at local area legions supporting veterans, trips to the Military Museums, poppy sales,
donations to the veterans food bank, sports days at local recreational centres as well as physical
and leadership training.

In addition to Airdrie, there are three other cadet corps affiliated with the Calgary Highlanders:
2383 Qilfield at High River, 2137 Calgary Highlanders at Mewata, and 3125 at Chestermere. The
Chestermere corps has the distinction of having won the Rural Alberta Award for the last seven
years. ¥
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MILITARY
MUSEUMS

Capt Peter J Boyle CD, AdeC

Museum Update

Connecting the Regimental Family with its Herit

hear from you. If you are interested in

Calgary Highlanders Museum and Archigagting items, we would be pleased to accept

The Calgary Highlanders Regimental Museum
and Archives is pleased to have been asked to
contribute to The Glen. The Museum and
Archives mission is to preserve the history of
the Regiment while connecting the Regiment to
our communities. Located within The Military
Museums and staffed by a group of dedicated
volunteers, the Museum strives to show the
visiting public the various stages that our
Regiment has evolved through in the past 102
years. The Museum gallery highlights a
number of key artefacts and exhibits that tell
the story of the Regiment and is a popular stop
for school groups, former members of the
Regiment and the public in general. Regular
tours are conducted for soldiers of the
Regiment and cadets to ensure that those
serving today do not forget those who have
gone before us. While less known to the
public, the Regimental archives plays an
important role in preserving documents,
photographs and other material in the same
way that the museum preserves artefacts. The
Archives serve a broad group from professional
researchers to people who are in search of
more information about their family history.
Hundreds of inquiries are made every year and
the dedicated volunteers work to help everyone
they can.

As members of the Regimental Association,
YOU are a key member of the Regimental
Family who can assist in preserving our
regimental history and traditions. If you have
photographs, old equipment or stories that will
assist in telling our history, we would love to

them and issue a tax receipt for their value. If
you would prefer not to donate items, we
would be interested in documenting,
photographing or scanning your items. Either
way, you can help us to tell the story of The
Calgary Highlanders for the past 102 years.

As well, if you are interested in volunteering at
the Museum, we would be pleased to hear
from you. We have many projects that we are
working on and assistance is always
appreciated. You can contact us at:
museum@calgaryhighlanders.com or
403.974.2855.

For future Glen articles, we will be highlighting
artefacts and events that are going on at the
Museum and asking you to help us tell the
story of the Regiment.
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