
 

 

The Newsletter of  the Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association 

 The Glen  

This issue of The 
Glen - which marks 
the end of the garri-
son portion of the 
2015-2016 training 
year - should per-
haps be called the 
Hill 70 Edition, given 
the space devoted to 

this First World War battle. 

Most Canadians have heard of Vimy Ridge 
(though they may be a bit hazy as to what ex-
actly occurred there) and all Calgary Highland-
ers should be familiar with the night-time 
counter-attack by the 10th and 16th Battalions 
at Kitcheners Wood during the Second Battle 
of Ypres, which the Unit commemorates every 
April as St. Julien. Hill 70 is however much 
less known. This is unfortunate because that 
battle is significant, for it was the first major 
operation undertaken by the Canadian Corps 
under a Canadian commander, and heralded 
the beginning of the transformation of the 
Corps into a national army and, some argue, 
the transformation of Canada from a colony to 
an independent nation. 

Moving forward almost a century, this Glen 
includes several articles on what the Calgary 
Highlanders have been up to since the begin-
ning of 2016. In addition you will find a piece 
on Canada's defence review, and a story sub-
mitted by a Senior NCO in the Royal Nether-
lands Army concerning his platoon's decision 
to honour two Canadian soldiers - one a Cal-
gary Highlander - killed during the fighting to 
liberate the Dutch city of Groningen in April 
1945. 

   5Ŝƴƛǎ !Φ aŀǎŎŀǊŘŜƭƭƛ 

  9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ tŀƎŜ Meanwhile Canada is involved in a war in Iraq 
against the Islamic State, though our media 
seem to be going out of their way to treat it as 
a non-event. For those who don't share this 
disinterest, this link https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R6axTxU30yo 

will take you to a half-hour documentary which 
follows an Iraqi special forces unit fighting to 
root out IS fighters and collaborators as part of 
the operation to retake the major IS-held city 
of Fallujah. One important point the documen-
tary makes is that, whether itôs called Al Quaida 
or Al Nusra or IS, what weôre fighting is an ide-
ology. A military victory is necessary but is not 
sufficient. 

Finally, Environment Canada is predicting that 
this summer will be warm and dry in Western 
Canada; but regardless of what the weather 
might be and wherever you are reading this, 
please accept our best wishes for the summer 
months. 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 
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Looking back on another outstanding and 
busy Unit training year, itôs worth pausing to 
reflect on not only the significant accomplish-
ments of the Unitôs soldiers, but all members 
of the Calgary Highlanders Regimental family. 
On behalf of the Regimental Executive- HCol 
Shaw, HLCol Currie, RSM Tucker and I- we 
are extremely proud of the members of the 
Regiment and what each of you do to support 
the mission of the Calgary Highlanders and 
promote the Regiment in our community. 
Weôd also like to welcome the following new 
members to the board of the Regimental 
Funds Foundation- Mr. Brian Parker, Mr. Bill 
MacDonald, Mr. Kevin Hall, Capt (Retd) Doug-
las Carsted and Mr. Gregory Stone- and thank 
out-going CHRFF Secretary/ Treasurer, LCol 
(Retd) Rick Goebel for his tireless efforts over 
the last several years. 

This past April the Regiment hosted the 4th 
Annual Kilted Regiments Council with enor-
mous success, with credit due to the hard 
work by the DCO, Maj Cox, and his team. Of 
the 17 Highland, Scottish and Irish infantry 
regiments in the Canadian Army, 13 made the 
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A Message From the Command Team  
LCol Kyle Clapperton and CWO Chris Tucker  

trip to Calgary to discuss topics of common in-
terest and how we can capitalize on our unique 
heritage and history to support the Canadian 
Armyôs ñFoster Engagementò Line of Effort. Part 
of Fostering Engagement is supporting the ex-
tended regimental family and our veterans and 
we continue to connect with our former serving 
members. Thanks to the efforts of LCol Vernon, 
the Regiment was able to reconnect with WW2 
veteran Cpl (Retd) George Morasch, and learn 
of his experience fighting through Normandy 
and Point 67 as a Calgary Highlander in July 
1944. If you havenôt seen the video interview- 
and you should - it can be found on the Regi-
mental website or at the link on the next page. 
LCol Vernon is interested in interviewing cur-
rent and former serving Calgary Highlanders 
who would like to share their overseas deploy-
ment experience in any of the past theatres of 
operation; contact him at                             
Michael.Vernon@forces.gc.ca to set up an in-
terview. 

As part of community engagement and cele-
brating our history, on 23 April the Regiment 
commemorated the 101st Anniversary of the 
Battle of St. Julien and the counter-attack by 
the 10th Bn CEF at Kitcheners Wood. The Unit 
paraded to the Cathedral Church of the Re-
deemer and laid wreaths at Old City Hall where 
they were reviewed by Councillor Ward Suther-
land. There was an excellent turn out by both 
our current soldiers and the members of the 
Regimental Association. St. Julien is truly at the 
heart of our Regimental history and the pride 
we all share in the Oak Leaf distinction. The 
Regimental Museum and Archives is doing tre-
mendous work preserving that history and 
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sharing it with Canadians. Exciting plans are 
underway to open a new exhibit in 2017 ti-
tled, ñGallant Canadiansò, which will feature 
the Victoria Crosses of both 10th Bn CEF sol-
diers, Sgt Knight and Pte Brown, and their 
stories of gallantry in WW1.  

The combined Calgary Highlanders Cadet 
Corps Annual Ceremonial Review took place 
on 12 June with an impressive 155 cadets on 
parade, led by the brilliant Calgary Highland-
ers Cadet Pipes and Drums. These army ca-
dets are an inspiring and talented group of 
young Canadians who are proud members of 
our regimental family. Noteworthy congratula-
tions to C/MWO Logan Kieswetter, from 3016 
RCACC; she was the recipient of the Capt 
(Retd) Gord Cousins Memorial Gorget Award 
for the most outstanding Calgary Highlander 
cadet of the year. 
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The Unit collective training culminated with 
spring exercises focused on defensive and tran-
sitional battle task standards conducted in the 
Ghost River area. Several soldiers have partici-
pated in the 1 CMBG Road to High Readiness 
training in Wainwright (Ex PROMETHEAN RAM 
and Ex MAPLE RESOLVE), and have shown 
their mettle on Ex GOLDEN COYOTE in South 
Dakota. Ex COUGAR CONQUEROR (13-21 Au-
gust 2016) in Wainwright will be the culminat-
ing exercise of our training year. Plan to be on 
that exercise and show the Army what Calgary 
Highlander soldiers are made of! Whether you 
are being put through the paces by Sgt Oliver 
in preparation for the Canadian Patrol Competi-
tion this fall, representing the Regiment at 
Tough Mudder in August, on a career course or 
task this summer or enjoying some well-
deserved time off, thank you for your service to 
the Regiment and the CAF. 

é AIRAGHARDT!  
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Background 

The failure of the Nivelle offensive during the 
spring of 1917 led to widespread mutiny in the 
French Army during May. Nivelle was replaced 
by Marshal P®tain whose first order of business 
was to restore order and rebuild his Army. He 
did this through much needed reforms which 
improved the welfare of his soldiers and by exe-
cuting somewhere between 40 and 62 of the 
mutiny's ringleaders. He also decided that the 
French Army wouldn't launch any major offen-
sives for a year. This would give the French the 
time they needed to rebuild 
while allowing the Americans, 
who had finally declared war 
on Germany on April 6, the 
time they needed to raise, train 
and equip, and transport an 
army to France. Meanwhile, 
the Royal Navy's increasingly 
effective blockade of both food 
and material would degrade 
Germany's ability to wage war. 

Historians still argue whether 
or not Field Marshal Sir Doug-
las Haig, commander of the British Expedition-
ary Force (BEF), which included the Canadian 
Corps, should also have adopted the French ap-
proach. In any event he did not, and instead 
believed that the BEF should remain on the of-
fensive. On July 31, 1917 the BEF attacked in 
Flanders in what is known as Passchendaele, or 
the Third Battle of Ypres. Its major objectives 
were: 

To regain control of the Belgian coast thereby 
denying the enemy's U-Boats the use of several 
naval bases. At this point in the war the Admi-
ralty believed that the U-Boat threat was so se-
rious that it could jeopardise Britain's ability to 

 By Darryl Knight and Denis Mascardelli 

continue fighting into 1918. 

To draw German resources to Flanders, away 
from the French sectors, in order to give the 
French Army time to recover. 

And, by keeping pressure on the enemy on the 
Western Front, help relieve pressure on Russia's 
faltering Army in the East. A decisive victory 
there would allow the enemy to transfer one 
million troops from that front to the West, and 
if this occurred it was feared that victory in the 
West might become impossible. 

Although the Canadian Corps would 
eventually be drawn into the mud and 
misery of Passchendaele, this was not 
its original objective. Instead it was 
ordered to capture the city of Lens, 
thirteen kilometres northeast of Arras, 
in order to draw German reserves 
away from the main attack in Flan-
ders. 

In June, 41 year old Arthur Currie, for-
merly the commander of 1 Division, 
had been promoted to Lieutenant 
General and taken over the Canadian 

Corps, replacing Sir Julien Byng, who had been 
promoted to command the British Third Army. 
Thus the Canadian Corps was at last command-
ed by a Canadian. 

After he'd conducted a reconnaissance, Currie 
concluded that any attack on the heavily forti-
fied city of Lens would be far more likely to re-
sult in massive Canadian casualties than to 
cause any significant discomfort to the enemy. 
However, he noted the presence of a low-lying 
chalky hill to the immediate north of Lens - Hill 
70, and reasoned that if the Canadians took 
that ground then the Germans would surely 
counter-attack in force. If the Canadians could 
seize the hill and consolidate quickly enough, 

 

The Fighting Tenth at  

Hill 70  
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the enemy's counter-attacks would have to 
pass through a killing zone of concentrated 
artillery and machine-gun fire. This, he 
thought, would be a far better way to inflict 
maximum casualties on the enemy while 

drawing his reserves away from the Flanders 
front.  

Currie took his proposal to his superior, Gen-
eral Harry Horne of the British First Army, 

who agreed with his rea-
soning. General Horne 
then presented the revised 
plan to Haig who also 
agreed with the change. 

As at Vimy, the Canadians 
realized that careful prep-
aration and massive artil-
lery support, including 
counter-battery fire, would 
be key components to any 
victory. Therefore the in-
fantry were given the time 
to carefully rehearse be-
hind the lines and for the 
artillery to clear much of 
the enemy's wire and 
front line defences. Coun-
ter-battery fire was also 
effective, neutralizing 40 
out of an estimated 102 
enemy batteries before 
the infantry assault began. 

The Tenth Prepares for 
Hill 70 

After two major and costly 
assaults in April - Vimy 
Ridge and Arleux - the 
Tenth was given almost 
two months to rest, inte-
grate new men into the 
Battalion, and train;  front 
line rotations did not begin 
again until 22 June. Alt-
hough the next month 
was relatively quiet by 
First World War standards, 
'trench wastage', predom-
inantly from shelling, was 
an ever-present danger 
and 38 of the Tenth's sol-
diers were killed or 
wounded during this peri-
od. 
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The Battalion then moved into divisional re-
serve late on 22 July and began preparations 
for the Hill 70 offensive. Daniel Dancocks picks 
up the story in his book Gallant Canadians: 

'On 24 July, "all ranks were given a general 
outline on intended operations." The next day, 
the Unit marched seven miles to the taped 
course, where a practice attack was conducted, 
"the objectives and general formation and idea 
of the attack being explained on the ground." 
On the twenty-sixth, the Battalion marched to 
Houchin to view a replica of the battlefield, and 
another lecture "covering the different stages 
of the attack" was given to all ranks. Private 
Norman Eastman, who had joined the Tenth 
the previous month, recalled the elaborate 
preparations: 

They had set up a big model of Hill 70, and we 
all gathered around it, in a big ring around this 
set-up, you see, and we were all instructed by 
the officer in charge at that particular moment 
as to what our objective would be and the dif-
ferent things that we were to look for as we 
moved along. Great stress was laid on the fact 
that at no time must we run - never, ever run, 
because you'll run into our own barrage. We 
had to move along slowly; as our barrage lifted, 
then we were to move along. And they pointed 
out that there would be certain trees that we 
could use as landmarks. 

More practice and lectures followed, and by the 
time the Battalion returned to Les Br®bis late on 
29 July, every member of the unit was fully 
versed in the requirements of the coming oper-
ation. The only question no one could answer 
was its timing.' 

Unfortunately, German intelligence didn't miss 
the Canadian preparations and alerted the de-
fenders of Hill 70 and Lens to expect an immi-
nent attack. As a result the enemy's artillery be-
came particularly active, firing both high explo-
sive and gas, including new and deadly mustard 
agents. 

On 4 August the Battalion moved into the front 
line east of Loos, relieving the 5th Battalion, 
and had a close look at the up-and-coming ob-
jective. 

Casualties continued to mount within the Battal-
ion. When relieved on 7 August, the "Fighting 
Tenth" - minus two men wounded and one dead 
- moved into soggy tentage at Fosse 2. Two 
days later, beneath continuing rain, the Battal-
ion moved into Divisional reserve at Hersin, 
where it remained for four days. 

The Tenth Attacks 

On 13 August, the Battalion made its way back 
to the trenches, picking up grenades and rations 
en route at Les Br®bis. In the wee hours of 
Tuesday, 14 August, the Battalion was in posi-
tion.  Zero hour would be at 0425 hours the fol-
lowing morning, 15 August. 

1 and 2 Canadian Divisions were aligned with 1 
Division, which included the 10th, on the north 
(left). First Div would attack Hill 70 proper, 
while Second Div was to assault the northern 
outskirts of Lens. From Second Brigade, the 10th 
Battalionï with the 5th Battalion on its right - 
was tasked with capturing and holding the Blue 
Line (the German support line which crossed the 
top of Hill 70), roughly 450 metres behind the 
enemyôs front line. The 7th and 8th battalions 
would then pass through, pushing onward to 
the Red Line objective (another 450 metres be-
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yond the Blue Line) before completing the ad-
vance at the Green Line, some 1300 metres 
from the initial kick-off point. 

While the 10th Battalionôs D Company held the 
front line, the men began moving into assem-
bly positions shortly after 0030 hours, 15 Au-
gust. While D Company moved to the left, A 
Company took up position on the right of the 
line; these two Companies comprised the 
leading two waves in the assault, tasked with 
storming the enemy front line. B and C Com-
panies would then pass through to the Blue 
Line, while A and D Companies mopped up 
and rejoined B and C Companies. 

Each of the four Companies suffered delays - 
with mounting casualties - owing to a German 
bombardment of gas and HE that carried on 
from before midnight to well past 0200 hours. 

When the Canadian Artillery bombardment 
opened up, the ñFighting Tenthò went over 
the top in unison with the guns, quickly taking 
the German front line. In the rush forward, 
however, some of the men from D Company 
fell victim to their own shell-bursts. Enemy 
machine gun fire - seemingly, coming from 
every location forward ï tore through the Ca-
nadian lines, while resistance increased as the 
Companies approached the Blue Line objec-
tive. 

With casualties piling up at an alarming rate in 
the attacking force, so too were heroic deeds 
the order the morning, and despite the ene-
my's deafening barrage onto the Blue Line and 
other targets within the vicinity, mopping up 
was completed at 0835 hours. Consolidation 
took longer, however, owing to supply shortag-
es. 

The 7th and 8th Battalions moved forward 
quickly through the Red Line; the advance to 
the Green Line, however - which straddled a 
chalk quarry providing protection for some 300 
enemy and more than 20 machine guns ï was 
held in check. Lt. Colonel Ormond quickly 
called for all Companies of the ñFighting Tenthò 
to re-equip and prepare to move up to the Red 
Line position without delay. 

That evening, the British Columbia and Winni-
peg Battalions took another stab at the chalk 
quarry but to no avail, and the survivors from 
the two decimated Battalions returned to the 
Red Line. After dark, Lt. Colonel Ormond sent 
A, B and C Companies to relieve the Red Line 
position (completed by 0130 hours, 16 August 
beneath intensive enemy shell fire), while D 
Company remained on the Blue Line. That 
morningôs action had begun with a trench 
strength of 22 officers, 693 O.R.s; the 
ñFighting Tenthò was now pared down to effec-
tive strength of 17 officers and 316 O.R.s. 
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Lt. Colonel Ormond attended an impromptu 
conference at Brigade HQ, where General 
Loomis insisted the Green Line position had to 
be taken. The 10th and 5th Battalions were 
tasked with  attacking the Chalk Quarry at 1600 
hours that afternoon, Brigade believing a day-
light assault would have the element of sur-
prise. Lt. Colonel Ormond also asked that no 
preliminary bombardment be laid on, the am-
munition saved for the creeping barrage during 
the actual assault. 

The 10th Battalionôs Lieutenant H. Templeman 
made a thorough survey of the Red Line posi-
tions that morning, and handed a detailed situa-
tion report to Lt. Colonel Ormond. On the far 
left, B Company had an effective strength of on-
ly 3 officers and 38 O.R.s, the menôs trench-
digging toil bedeviled by intense enemy MG and 
sniper fire. All of the men were in high spirits, 
however, as they prepared for the renewed as-
sault against the final objective. 

Promptly at 1600 hours that hot afternoon, the 
Canadian Artillery opened fire and twenty-one 
minutes later, the ñFighting Tenthò had cap-
tured the Green Line position. Fighting with a 
ferocity and viciousness rarely seen before - at 
any time, in three years of war - the men from 
Calgary grimly took their objective, in spite of 
dozens of comrades falling in their midst. B 

Company was reduced to 2 offic-
ers and 21 O.R.s, and the other 
Companies were also greatly re-
duced in number. 

Two of the Japanese-Canadian 
privates - Mitsui and Iwamoto - 
were awarded the MM for their 
heroic actions that day. The 
DCM was conferred to CSM T. 
Carter, and to L/Cpl. G. Jones, 
amongst others. 

Before 1700 hours, the enemy 
counter-attacked with a devas-
tating barrage. While enemy 
troops massed for an assault on 
the chalk quarry, the ñFighting 
Tenthò sent up SOS flares which 
in turn brought forth accurate Ca-

nadian Artillery fire, quickly dispersing the ene-
my concentrations. This was just the first of 
many determined counter-attacks, so numerous 
that the defenders of the chalk quarry lost track 
of the actual number. When MG and rifle fire did 
not disperse an oncoming assault, artillery fire 
did. 

Runners became the critical life-line from front-
line action to HQ, where urgent messages 
(calling for immediate adjustment to the guns or 
a renewed barrage) were all that was keeping 
the Battalion from being annihilated. One such 
runner was Private Harry Brown from Ga-
nanoque, Ontario, who was badly wounded 
while taking a message to the D Company HQ 
dugout. His arm nearly cleaved away - and with 
numerous shrapnel-wounds sustained in one 
thigh ï Brown stubbornly ran on, arriving at his 
objective to deliver his blood-soaked message 
before dying at the feet of his fellow soldiers. 
Private Harry Brown was later awarded the Vic-
toria Cross, posthumously. 

The battle virtually won, Lt. Colonel Ormond re-
quested relief at 2030 hours; 2 Brigade respond-
ed by sending in the 4th Battalion. By 0230 hours 
17 August, the hand-over was complete and the 
Battalion retired to the rear-echelon, all of its 
wounded carried from the field. Unfortunately 
the German artillery gave the withdrawing sol-
diers a rude farewell in the form of a heavy 
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bombardment of poison gas, which caused al-
most three dozen casualties. 

The Tenth's performance at Hill 70 is the stuff 
of legend. In the battle's course it had taken 
twenty-six machine guns and 225 prisoners 
from a well-trained, equipped, and alert enemy 
holding fortified positions. In doing so it gained 
the distinction of winning more medals in a sin-
gle action than any other Canadian unit in the 
First World War: one VC, Three DSOs, seven 
MCs, nine DCMs and sixty MMs. 

The Battle Continues 

Although 
the de-
pleted 
10th Bat-
talion was 
withdrawn 
early on 
17 Au-
gust, the 
enemy 
continued 
his coun-
ter-
attacks - 
21 large-
scale 
counter-
attacks in 
total - until 
the end of 
the 18th. 
In doing so 
he sustained an estimated 20,000 casualties, 
against 5,600 Canadian casualties taken in seiz-
ing and holding the hill. Currie's plan of taking 
the ground of tactical importance, which then 
forced the Germans to leave their fortifications 
and attack across killing zones, although costly, 
succeeded brilliantly. 

It was at this point though that the Canadian 
Corps stumbled. With the enemy so convincing-
ly defeated at Hill 70, Currie ordered a probing 
attack into Lens to test the strength of the Ger-
man defences. On 21 August two brigades from 
the 2nd and 4th Divisions pushed into Lens but 

found the enemy full of fight and were forced to 
withdraw after having suffered 1,154 casualties. 

At that point it should have been apparent that 
Lens was the fortress that Canadian planners 
feared it was - after all, Currie's attack on Hill 70 
was based on that premise. Unfortunately on 23 
August a single battalion -the 44th - was tasked 
with taking a heavily defended slag heap (the 
Green Crassier) on the city's south side. Alt-
hough the 44th somehow took the position they 
couldn't hold it and were forced to withdraw af-
ter sustaining heavy losses. A further attack on 
the 25th by the 50th Battalion was successful in 

clearing 
some enemy 
trenches, but 
at the cost 
of additional 
Canadian 
casualties. 
All told the 
attacks from 
21 to 25 Au-
gust cost the 
Canadian 
Corps sever-
al thousand 
casualties 
and achieved 
almost noth-
ing. 

However, de-
spite the fail-
ure of the 
probing at-

tacks, there is no doubt that the Hill 70 opera-
tion achieve its aim of inflicting heavy casualties 
on the enemy while diverting resources from the 
BEF's main thrust at Flanders. Two reserve divi-
sions headed to Passchendaele were redirected 
to Hill 70 and German General Hermann von 
Kuhl wrote, "the fighting at Lens cost us, once 
again, the expenditure of considerable numbers 
of troops who had to be replaced. The whole 
previously worked out plan for relieving the 
fought-out troops in Flanders had been 
wrecked." 
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